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Kobe Global Conference

— 30 Years after the Earthquake: Recovery and Beyond —

April 28, 2025 / Kobe, Japan



Program

Opening Remarks

10:00- 10:
0:00-10:05 HISAMOTO Kizo, Mayor of Kobe City, Japan
Remarks from our Honored Guest
10:05-10:10 £ EMOTO Kazuhiko, Chair of ICLEI Japan
10:10 - 10:30 Keynote Lecture

High - Level

Session1

HISAMOTO Kizo, Mayor of Kobe City, Japan

Responding to Disaster ,~ Preparing for Future Threats

Moderator: Matthew Bach, Urban 7 & ICLEI Regional Director Europe

Commentator as Expert: TSUKIHASHI Osamu, Professor, Department of Architecure, the Graduate
School of Engineering, Kobe University

10:40- 12:00 Pierluigi Biondi, Mayor of L’Aquila, Italy
Pia IMBS, President of the Eurometropolis of Strasbourg, France
Ricardo Rio, Mayor of Braga, Portugal, European Union
Susan Aitken, Leader of Glasgow City Council, United Kingdom
12:00 - 13:30 Lunch

High - Level

Session2

Responding to Disaster ./ Preparing for Future Threats

Moderator: UCHIDA Togo, Executive Director of ICLEI Japan

Commentator as Expert: CHIKAMOTO Tomoyuki, Professor, Department of Architecture and Urban
Design, College of Science and Engineering, Ritsumeikan University

13:30- 14:50 Barbara Buffaloe, Mayor of Columbia, Missouri, United States
Eckart Wirzner, Mayor of Heidelberg, Germany
SHIMIZU Hayato, Mayor of Saitama City, Japan
Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor of Kitchener, Canada
14:50- 15:10 Break
Panel Di ion
15:10-17:10 I\/Toc?erati?ﬁC?lDA Togo, Executive Director of ICLEI Japan
17:10-17:20 The Joint Statement of the Kobe Global Conference

17:20-17:25

Photo Session
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10:40- 12:00 Pierluigi Biondi Mayor of L’Aquila, Italy

Pia IMBS President of the Eurometropolis of Strasbourg, France
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Speakers / SBiEE

A5t Ej& HISAMOTO Kizo
#BP™E Mayor of Kobe City, Japan

Kobe is a city known for its attractive streetscape, surrounded by a rich natural environment, including
the Seto Inland Sea and the Rokko mountain range adjacent to the urban area, and rural farmland
communities that extend toward the mountains. Since the opening of its port in 1868, Kobe and its
people have embraced new ideas and diverse cultures, establishing unique brands and thriving as one
of Japan’s leading cosmopolitan cities. Under the theme of the Kobe 2025 Vision “Nestled between
the mountains and the sea - Kobe: Contributing globally by cultivating locally,” as a city that has
experienced and overcome the aftermath of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, Kobe aims to foster
and spread a spirit of altruism while promoting environmentally conscious urban development that
contributes to global sustainability. The city is committed to creating a safe, secure, and harmonious
environment where every resident can live a fulfilled and happy life.
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Pierluigi Biondi
Mayor of L’Aquila, Italy

City of L’Aquila - Italy

L’Aquila, capital of the Abruzzo region in central Italy, is a historic and cultural city deeply marked by
the 2009 earthquake. Its reconstruction has become a national and international model of recovery,
innovation, and cultural revitalization. In 2026, L’Aquila will be the Italian Capital of Culture,
symbolizing its rebirth and creative energy.
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Pia IMBS

President of the Eurometropolis of Strasbourg, France

<Panel Discussion / INRIVF 4 XAAvIar>

Francoise Schaetzel
Vice-President of the Eurometropolis of Strasbourg, France

The Eurométropole of Strasbourg is an inter-municipal authority in the Grand Est region of France,
comprising Strasbourg and 32 surrounding municipalities.

Renowned for its economic vitality, cultural heritage, and commitment to sustainable development, it
also serves as a major European institutional hub.

With a high quality of life and forward-looking urban initiatives, it plays a key role in fostering
international cooperation and innovation.
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Ricardo Rio
Mayor of Braga, Portugal, European Union

Located in the North of Portugal, Braga is Portugal’s third most important city, with a population above
200,000 inhabitants, 40% of which are less than 30 years old, with nearly 15% being foreigners,
representing 130 countries. With over 2,000 years, the city is full of history, traditions and heritage,
including the UNESCO World Heritage the “Bom Jesus”, a vibrant cultural agenda and amazing
landscapes that foster its touristic attractiveness. It is currently the Rising Innovative City in Europe,
with a strong economic development strategy that attracted many investments and led to the creation
of a lot of jobs in the last decade.
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Susan Aitken
Leader of Glasgow City Council, United Kingdom

Glasgow is a city defined by transition. With a past forged in trade and heavy industry, it is a city
which has re-emerged as the engine room of the national economy, setting the pace for Scotland’s
social and technological innovation. With a population of more than 635,000, and sitting at the heart
of a metropolitan region of 1.85 million, Glasgow is a vibrant and diverse city, always seeking to
renew and reinvent. It is connected to a range of city networks on policy and learning and was host
city for COP26, having set an ambitious target to achieve net zero carbon emissions by the year 2030.
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Barbara Buffaloe
Mayor of Columbia, Missouri, United States

Columbia, Missouri is the fourth largest city in the state of Missouri and is in the heart of the American
Midwest. As a vibrant university city, Columbia blends innovation, sustainability, and community spirit.
Home to the University of Missouri, our city values education, creativity, and civic engagement. We are
committed to building a future that is climate-resilient, economically inclusive, and grounded in
collaboration across all levels of government.
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Eckart Wiirzner
Mayor of Heidelberg, Germany

Heidelberg is world famous for its majestic castle and romantic Old Town, attracting over ten million
visitors annually. But the city is also a hub of innovation: As Germany’s oldest university city, it leads in
science, with cutting-edge research, a dynamic start-up scene, and pioneering companies in Al and life
sciences. With strong international partners and networks, Heidelberg is Germany’s number one city
for start-ups per capita, making it a key destination for entrepreneurs. The city is also a leader in
environmental protection, with sustainable urban projects, ambitious climate goals, and the title of
Germany’s most sustainable city in 2023.
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i@’ B A SHIMIZU Hayato
W\ =FETHE Mayor of Saitama City, Japan

Saitama City (Japan)

Now in its 22nd year since becoming a government-designated city, Saitama City has developed into
a “high-quality-of-life city” where advanced urban functions coexist harmoniously with a rich natural
environment. It has achieved this by leveraging its strategic location as a key transportation hub
connecting the Tokyo metropolitan area with the Tohoku, Shinetsu, and Hokuriku regions, as well as
its abundant natural resources, which are some of the richest in the area surrounding the Japanese
capital. Saitama City has earned widespread acclaim, ranking first among all designated cities in terms
of overall happiness and fourth out of 815 cities nationwide in an “SDG progress” survey. Furthermore,
it has ranked first in Japan for nine consecutive years in net migration of children below the age of 14,
continuing to grow as a “city of choice,” especially among families with young children.
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Berry Vrbanovic
Mayor of Kitchener, Canada

The City of Kitchener, with a population of more than 304,000 residents, is the largest urban centre
within Waterloo region, and the 10th largest census metropolitan area within Canada. Located on the
western end of the Toronto-Waterloo Region Innovation corridor, it has a diverse economic base
ranging from manufacturing to health tech innovation. Once called Berlin, prior to World War I, today
Kitchener is a highly diverse community, dedicated to the implementation of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals and building a city for everyone where, together, we take care of the world
around us - and each other.
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