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A written reference to the tomb appeared first 
in the Nihon Shoki, a compilation of official 
chronicles of Japanese history as "a false mau-
soleum of Emperor Chuai, and the stones 
which covered the burial mound had been 
brought across from Awaji island by vessels.  It 
is, however, difficult to treat it as such because 
of the cordial and painstaking way in which it 
was built, like any other leaders  tombs, and 
because of the unearthed stone slabs which 
had formed the burial chamber, where the dead 
might be laid.
The Goshiki-zuka kofun was visited by various 

characters such as literary men and painters 
who left their sketches of the mound in words, 
drawings or other media. The first Japanese 
etcher Shiba Kohkan (1747-1818) was among 
them, visiting on his way to Nagasaki, accord-
ing to his journal. In the Meiji and Taisho eras, 
anthropologists and archaeologists came to 
explore it and left their records. Most of them 
were interested in the haniwa, reporting the 
measurements and arrangement patterns of 
the terracotta tubes.
 During the last war, wild pine trees on the 
mound were chopped down for ship building

 The first excavation for reconstruction started 
in December, 1965. The estimation that the 
kofun must have been almost destroyed by the 
farming was revealed to be untrue as the 
research progressed, and it was decided that 
thorough excavating research should proceed. 
The research showed that the kofun had three 
tiers, its slope was covered with packed cobble-
stones, and the mound top and flat planes of 
the bottom and the second levels had upright 
finned cylindrical  haniwas in line. The 
researchers  analysis proved that the cobbles 
which covered the bottom level slope were from 
neighbouring land, and those of the upper two

 
 

levels  were from the east coast of Awaji 
island.

and  turpentine oil. After the war, the area   
was reclaimed to help supply for the food 
shortage, and the mound was devastated. By 
the early 1960s, there had been a growing 
movement to restore the burial mound, 
which prompted the Cultural Properties Pro-
tection Committee (now the Agency for Cul-
tural Affairs) to begin a restoration plan. 
After 1965, when the reconstoraction subsidy 
was approved by the committee, Kobe City 
Government had started research, and exca-
vation and reconstoraction works followed for 
10 years. 


